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BREWERIANA NEWS 
Andwell Brewery has bottled ‘Crouch, Hold, Engage’ for the Wooden Spoon charity. 
An unnamed London brewery is bottling ‘Bumble Beer’ to help save bees. Bees might be 
saved better if they named the brewery. 
Woodman’s Wild Ale has done ‘Redruth Red’ in ecokeg. 
Anarchy Beer has done ‘Seas the Day’ in cask for the port of Blyth. 
Chapeau Brewing Co. has celebrated its first birthday with ‘Col Beans’, a coffee brown Ale 
in bottle and on draught. 

Five Points Brewing Co. has canned four 
collaborations with other breweries to 
celebrate its fifth birthday. These are 
‘Blueberry Sour’ with Gipsy Hill, ‘Belgian Wit’ 
with Burning Sky, ‘IPL’ with Magic Rock and 
‘Table Beer’ with Wiper and True. 
Fierce Beer has canned ‘Coconut V.B.M. 
Imperial Stout’, ‘Very Big Moose’ and ‘Mocha 
V.B.M.’. Also, it has collaborated with Wicklow Wolf 

Brewery to can ‘Wolf Racer’ and with Tiny Rebel to can ‘Bear Essentials’. I presume 
V.B.M. stands for Very Big Moose. These beers are also available for a very brief period 
on draught at Fierce Beer’s bar. 
Fourpure has collaborated with Thornbridge to produce ‘Treeline’ in can. 
Cheshire Brewhouse has done ‘Green Hop Harvest Pale Ale 2018’ in bottle. 
Kernel Brewery has bottled ‘India Double Porter; Citra, Galaxy’. 
Oxbrew has done ‘Community Endeavour’ in cask for the community pubs in 
Oxfordshire. 
Leigh-on-Sea Brewery has done ‘Renown’ on draught, an oyster stout to 
commemorate the cockle boats that sailed to Dunkirk during World War 2. 
Sharp’s Brewery has done ‘Winter Solstice’ in cask. 
New River Brewery has done ‘First Snow Ale’ in cask. 
Brick Brewery has canned ‘Winter Berry Sour’ as a one-off in their sour beer 
range. This beer also celebrates their 5th birthday. 

 
Christmas beers.  

Heineken has done a magnum size beer for 
Christmas, available from Sainsbury’s. 
Dawkins has again done ‘Holy Molé’ chilli 
chocolate stout in bottle for Christmas. 
Dartmoor Brewery has done ‘Santa’s Secret’ in 

cask. 
Woodman’s Wild Ale has done ‘Trois Rois’ in cask, 
containing honey, frankincense and myrrh. Trois Rois 
means Three Kings in my old-fashioned schoolboy French. 
That seems logical.  



 

8 Sail Brewery has done ‘Winter’s Ale’ and ‘Winter Sail’, both in bottle. 
Cairngorm Brewery has again done ‘Santa’s Sledgehammer’ in bottle. 
Great Orme Brewery has done ‘Brewdolph’ in bottle. 
Humpty Dumpty Brewery has bottled ‘Christmas Crack’ and ‘Christmas 
Crackling’. 
Milestone Brewery has bottled loads, like last year. These include 
‘Comet’, ‘Cupid’, ‘Dasher’, ‘Donner and Blitzed’, ‘Prancer the Dancer’ and 
‘Vixen’. 
Ridgeway Brewery has done ‘Bad Elf’ (again, twice), as well as 11 others 
in bottle. See their web site.  
Saltaire Brewery has bottled ‘White Christmas’. 
Wolf Brewery has bottled ‘Santa Paws’. 
Wood’s has bottled ‘Christmas Cracker’. 

Robinson’s is doing ‘Mr. Scrooge’ in cask. 
Bootleg Brewing Co. has done ‘Christmas No. 1’ in keg. 
Adnams has collaborated with Northern Monk to produce ‘Sprucy Banger’ in can. 
They have also released their ‘Old Ale’ in mini cask (i.e., large can). 
Long Arm Brewery (Shoreditch) has done ‘Mince Pie Beer’ and ‘Thierry’s 
Chocolate Orange Stout’, both on draught. 
Titanic Brewery has released ‘Plum Porter Grand Reserve’ in 75cl bottles. The 
cask version is sometimes also seen on sale, not to be confused with the 
ordinary Plum Porter (which is also very nice). 
Fullers has done ‘Off Piste IPA’ and ‘Snow Globe’ both in cask. 
Hog’s Back has done ‘Advent Ale’ in cask. 
Brewshed Brewery has done ‘St. Nic’s’ in cask. 
Brewdog is doing more beers for Christmas. ‘Radio Zombie Phone In’ on 
draught and ‘Barrel-Aged Ten Ton Truck, Xmas Edition’ in bottle. 
Northern Monk has done ‘Festive Star Spiced Mocha Porter’ on draught. 
Gipsy Hill Brewery has done ‘Blitzen’ in can. 
Bishop Nick Brewery has bottled ‘Festive’.  
Lacons has done ‘St. Nick’s’ in cask. 
Allendale Brewery has done ‘Christmas Ale’ in bottle. 
Alphabet Brewery has done ‘Moose Springsteen’ in cask. 
 

 
Another Guinness book is to be published next year. S. H. Benson was Guinness’ advertising agency during the 
formative years of Guinness advertising. Over the last 2 years the last of the Benson canvases have been 
released and they are some of the best. They include famous people portraits such as Kings and Queens, 
presidents, artists, writers, and Napoleon. Classic fairy tales such as Alice, Pinocchio, Father Christmas and Little 
Red Riding Hood. A classic car calendar, circus scenes, Russian and American landmarks and so it goes on. The 
full canvas catalogue now runs to 550 pieces and it has been reorganised. From it, the lost story of the Guinness 
advertising campaigns from 1930-60 can be told. 

The book will be a hard back 150-page title of coffee table quality, with over 200 full colour illustrations. 
A must have for any Guinness advertising collector. Probably available in March 2019. The author, David 
Hughes, is trying to judge orders so he can tell the printer the number of copies needed. It will sell at just over 
cost price depending on the print volume. Please indicate if you would like to reserve a copy (no obligation). 
Contact David at davidahughes51@hotmail.com.  
 

http://www.ridgewaybrewery.co.uk/seasonal.html
mailto:davidahughes51@hotmail.com


 

Furness Prostate Cancer Support Group has done 10,000 beer mats to promote awareness. 

 
 
AUCTIONS 

The National Breweriana Auction was a very successful event, attended by a large number of 
people. There were over 150 lots in the auction, and plenty of stalls for browsing. 

The item which reached the highest price was a full bottle of Salt’s Jubilee Strong ale from 
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, 1897. It fetched £230.00. Incidentally, the reserve was £8.00. 

The list of prices realised has been uploaded to the Association for British Brewery 
Collectables web site, and can be looked at here. 

Other good prices included a framed large Truman’s poster, (£100.00), a Hull Brewery Co. 
Ltd., 1930s mirror in superb condition, (£170.00), a Stones Best Bitter pottery wall plaque, 
(£100.00), a Marston’s Burton Ales bar bell, (£150.00) and an ‘Ask for ‘City’ Oatmeal or Milk’ 
advertising sign, plastic on metal from the Exeter brewery, (£130.00). 

Next year’s National Breweriana Auction has been arranged for 19th October 2019 at the same venue, 
Burton on Trent Town Hall. Put it in your diary now. 
 
This William Younger mirror sold on E-bay for £90.00. Produced in the Art 
Deco style, it probably dates to the 1930s. The mirror had a number of 
imperfections. There were chips on the two edges of the mirror as well as 
slight erosion of the silver and also other scuffs and scratches with age. It 
was described as in ‘used condition’. The mirror was mounted on board, not 
framed, as dictated by its shape. Art deco breweriana is not to everyone’s 
taste, but I liked it. 
 

 
This Guinness clock came up for sale on E-bay at a buy-it-
now price of £85.00 and didn’t sell. I would have 
expected something like this to be snapped up by a 
collector at this price. Guinness clocks in good, working 
condition like this one tend to sell for over £100.00. It 
seems everybody missed this one. 
 
 

http://www.mpeterson.co.uk/abbc/nba18prices.pdf


 

 
NOTES AND QUERIES 

Within an hour of sending out the last issue of Beer Memorabilia, I received 
this response to a member’s query about ‘Try a Smith’. 

The original artwork, featuring Old Bill, was produced by 
Bairnsfather for W A Smith, Crown Brewery on Bond St, Macclesfield.  They 
used the 'Try A Smith' slogan as part of an advertising in the late 1920s. It 
caught the local beer drinker's imagination and was used in one form or 
another from then on. It appeared on pump clips, ashtrays, doormats and 
playing cards (example attached). Smiths even parodied the slogan as in the 
advert they inserted in a programme for 
the Macclesfield Carnival (see right). 

The Bairnsfather picture was 
adapted and used on the back cover of 
'The Pubs & Breweries of Macclesfield. Vol 
2' a publication which deals with the 
history of a number of Macclesfield's 
breweries including Smith’s. 

Smith’s was taken over by 
Marstons who used the Macclesfield site as a distribution site for many 
years. The original Bairnsfather drawing of Old Bill was on the wall of the 
manager's office and, from memory, was roughly A1 in size. An impressive 
piece. I have no idea who now has the original as that, together with a lot of 
the brewery records were lost (to me at least) when the site closed. Whether 
someone squirreled them away I don't know and if anyone knows if they 
have survived I would love to know. (Contact the editor). 
 

In the days when sexist advertising was more widespread, the 
South London Brewery (formerly Jenner’s Brewery), which used 
the initials SLB, issued a playing card featuring Jenna Esselbee 
(geddit?), shown on the left. The attribution on the card was just 
‘Dickens’. A member googled “Jenna Esselbee” to find that a 
lithograph by “Dickens” called “Portrait of a Showgirl” was sold at 
auction in 2012 (see right). It fetched fifty quid. It is the same 
sketch/picture as the playing card version, even down to the name 
of the showgirl! Whatever the connection, so far as I know, this 
picture was never used for advertising or for any other brewery 
artwork except for the playing card. Does anybody know better? 

 
 

This unusual ‘Bass in bottle’ mirror has come to light. The mirror 
states “We can obtain Bass in bottle”. It also puts the word ‘Bass’ in 
double quotes, something I don’t recall having seen before. There 
are innumerable variations on this Bass mirror design; they all have 
‘by appointment … brewers to the king’ across the top of the frame, 
together with the Royal Cypher. Across the base of the frame they 
have ‘Bass & Co. Ltd’ etched into the base. Sizes vary considerably. 
Has anyone seen another Bass mirror which states ‘we can obtain 
…’? Can anyone suggest under what circumstances the mirror may 
have been used? Does the word ‘Bass’ on this type of mirror occur 
in double quotes frequently? 

 
 



 

EVENTS 
Association for British Brewery Collectables events.  
The venue of the next Association for British Brewery Collectables meeting will be the Castle Inn, 10, Mount 
Pleasant, Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire, BA15 1SJ, at about 11:00 on 11th May 2019. The pub is open from 8:30, 
so there’s no problem arriving early. They do bed and breakfast, and as far as I know three of the four rooms 
available are still free to book. Phone 01225 865 657. 
 
Other breweriana related events of interest 
If your organisation has a breweriana event coming up, I can list it here. Just e-mail me with the details. Events 
are listed only if there may be breweriana available during the event. Brewery History Society events may be 
charged for non-members. To join BHS, click here for a membership form. 
 
26th January 2019. The Winter Labologists Society Meeting has been arranged for the Royal Oak, Tabard 
Street, London. Association for British Brewery Collectables members are welcome. 
22nd February 2019 to 24th February 2019. Craft Beer Rising beer festival. Old Truman’s Brewery, Brick Lane, 
London E1 6QL. 
21st March 2019 (to be confirmed). Watford Breweriana Auction. Contact Bill Austin, 
(baustin1951@btinternet.com; 07789 900411) nearer the date for further details. 
10th to 13th October 2019. Brewery Collectables World Convention. La Plata, Argentina. 
19th October 2019. National Breweriana Auction 2019 at , Burton on Trent Town Hall, DE14 2EB. 
 
To book Brewery History Society events, or for further information, contact visits@breweryhistory.com, unless 
otherwise stated. Don’t forget, it is advantageous to be a member to attend BHS events. 
To book Labologists Society events, or for further information, contact Eric Doré. 
 
 
ANYBODY WANT A BEERMAT – GOING CHEAP? 

Well, what do you expect it to do? Bark? 

 
 
ADVERTS. 
There is no charge to advertise, and non-members are welcome. If you wish to advertise here, for the protection 
of persons responding, all adverts should contain the advertiser’s name and location, and at least two of the 
following - email address, phone number, or postal address.  All requests for advertisements should be by e-mail. 
The Association for British Brewery Collectables should be provided with the advertiser’s full details, including full 
address (which will only be published with the advertiser’s permission, but may be given to a responder if a dispute 
arises). The Association for British Brewery Collectables takes no responsibility for any problems arising as a result 
of any adverts. Transactions are at the responder’s risk. Responders should take appropriate precautions, although 
doubtful adverts are refused. 

http://www.flatcappers.co.uk/the-castle-inn/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/The+Castle+Inn/@51.3510112,-2.2505028,14.75z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x0:0x66d60aefcc41f578!2sThe+Castle+Inn!8m2!3d51.3504121!4d-2.2490728!3m4!1s0x0:0x66d60aefcc41f578!8m2!3d51.3504121!4d-2.2490728
mailto:mike.breweriana@gmail.com
http://www.breweryhistory.com/MembershipForm.pdf
mailto:baustin1951@btinternet.com
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Burton+Town+Hall/@52.8074555,-1.6456672,17.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x5057f32941009c51!8m2!3d52.807932!4d-1.645403
mailto:visits@breweryhistory.com
mailto:eric@ericdore.plus.com
mailto:mike.breweriana@gmail.com


 

 Ads are included for up to three months and can be renewed after that. Changes to ads are welcome at 
any time. 

If anybody has problems receiving replies from advertisers, or advertisers report items have been sold, 
please report it to the Editor, so I can remove the ad.  
 
If international dialling codes are quoted, they are from the UK. They will vary from other countries. 
 
Janusz Mroz in Edinburgh collects Scottish beer labels. He has 100s of spare Scottish Microbrewery labels for 
swap. if you are interested, email him. janusz73m@gmail.com. 
 
Eric Doré, 86a Southwold Road, Wrentham, Beccles, NR34 7JF, 01502 675777 or email eric@ericdore.plus.com 
has over 400 modern UK beer labels either to exchange or to sell from £1 each. Comprehensive list available – 
please request by email or by sending a large sae. Due to holiday arrangements, orders need to be placed by 
31st December at the latest. 
 
Keith Osborne 25 Humber Gardens, Gleneagles, Wellingborough NN8 5WE. 01933 674856, e-mail 
brewdelver@aol.com seeks a label or a bottle from what he thinks is the only 1953 Coronation label he hasn't 
yet obtained - Higsons of Liverpool.  Generous terms offered. 10/18 
 

Enrique Solaesa from Madrid, wants the San Miguel beer mats 
illustrated on the left. They were all issued in the UK. Will 
purchase or swap. He has a web site with details of items he 
can swap. Phone +34 6091 71355. Email jesolaesa@yahoo.es. 
10/18. 

 
Steve Baker (30 Longbridge Road, Lichfield, Staffs. WS14 9EN) steve.baker@virgin.net, wishes to obtain a good 
condition Greene King 1953 Coronation Ale label. Offers a good condition 1937 Coronation Ale label from the 
same company in exchange. 09/18 
 
The Brewery History Society offers ‘LONDON BREWED’. As a keen collector of Breweriana you are probably also 

fascinated by the history behind the items in your collection. The profusely illustrated 
‘LONDON BREWED’ by Mike Brown of the Brewery History Society, 
www.breweryhistory.com, is an essential book for all those interested in brewing, beer 
and all things London. It has 426 A4 pages with many illustrations in colour and black & 
white, and is the most comprehensive directory of London breweries anywhere. The 
index runs to over 17 pages with over 5,600 entries covering London’s breweries from 
c1650.  Price £19.95 plus £3.00 Postage & Packing.  Enquiries to: The BHS Bookshop, 
Long High Top, Heptonstall, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire HX7 7PF, or email 
books@breweryhistory.com for further information. 

Do also look at what the Brewery History Society has to offer members in terms 
of Journals, Newsletters, Books, Visits – local, national and international. The web site 
includes a Brewery Wiki containing a huge amount of factual and illustrative material 
and you are encouraged to add your own researches to this. 09/18. 

 
Frederick Haysom from Brighton, 07768 911 043, e-mail frederickhaysom@msn.com wants a bottle 
of Windsor and Eton, Windsor Cot Ale – their Royal Baby Ale - (the brewery doesn’t answer his 
enquiries). He is also seeking First Brews, Last Brews (especially King and Barnes Last Cast), and 
Coronation Ales. 08/18 
 
Dave Taylor seeks pre-1960 beer bottle labels, singles or collections considered. Contact Dave in Wimborne, on 
01202 980 299 or david.deraled@talktalk.net. 08/18 
 
Andrew Kearley from Bournemouth is an avid collector of beer crown caps (bottle caps) and is seeking to add 
to his pre-millennium cap collection. If you have any pre-millennium beer caps to offer (swap or sell) or if you 

mailto:mike.breweriana@gmail.com
mailto:janusz73m@gmail.com
mailto:eric@ericdore.plus.com
mailto:brewdelver@aol.com
https://get.google.com/albumarchive/105674680898415100035?source=pwa
mailto:jesolaesa@yahoo.es
mailto:steve.baker@virgin.net
http://www.breweryhistory.com/
mailto:books@breweryhistory.com
http://breweryhistory.co.uk/
http://breweryhistory.com/wiki/index.php?title=Main_Page
mailto:frederickhaysom@msn.com
mailto:david.deraled@talktalk.net


 

have unopened bottles to sell - that have branded bottles caps (brewery name, logo, beer brand etc.) please 
contact Andrew on 07423 056 707 or by email on kearley7@gmail.com. 08/18. 
 

Rich Monte in the USA, is looking for any rare Bass items. 
Examples of the kind of stuff he’s looking for are 
illustrated, but anything is of interest. He is especially 
interested in ceramic coasters, signs, pitchers (jugs), etc. In 
fact, anything rare. Good prices paid. E-mail 
hr4378@aol.com. Phone +1 518 527 4180. 08/18 

 
Andy Farmer is looking for full Thomas Hardy’s Ale nips. He needs Hardy’s Ales with the letter prefixes 'K' 1980, 
'L' 1982, 'R' 1989 & 'R' 1990, 'S' 1991, 'T' 1992. Also, all 1993- 1999 Vintage issues. birchesmill@btinternet.com. 
01588 640 409.  08/18. 
 
 
AND FINALLY … 

A beer lorry has shed its load of bottles and cans on the M2. Is that what you call 
‘Breaking News’?  

Meanwhile Brewdog has brewed ‘Subwoofer IPA’, a beer for dogs. It had to 
happen. 
 
 
BACK ISSUES OF BEER MEMORABILIA 
Click here for links to back issues, indexes and more 
 

 
ASSOCIATION FOR BRITISH BREWERY COLLECTABLES CONTACTS 
Chairman. David Taylor. david.deraled@talktalk.net  
Treasurer. Axel James. zen126111@zen.co.uk  
Membership Secretary and Archivist. Richard Lilley. richardelilley@hotmail.co.uk  
Newsletter Editor. Mike Peterson. mike.breweriana@gmail.com  
Joint Editor. Rod Perkins. rod@rodperkins.co.uk 
 
Special thanks to Rod Perkins, who comes up with loads of stuff for this newsletter. Thanks also to Paul 
Wregglesworth, Rich Monte, Dave Taylor, Richard Lilley and Ian Mackey for their contributions, as well as Jeff 
Evans’ web site and breweries too numerous to mention.  
 
‘Beer Memorabilia’ is produced whenever I have enough information, so expect your next issue any time. There 
is no deadline, and each issue is never full until it is published.  
 
Please keep in touch with ‘Beer Memorabilia’  with information I can include, which can be relevant news items, 
articles of interest, events you know of, small ads, or whatever. 
 
Mike Peterson, ‘Beer Memorabilia’ Editor, 
mike.breweriana@gmail.com 
28 Parklands,  
Kidsgrove,  
Stoke-on-Trent,  
ST7 4US.  
(If you are writing a letter, and want a letter in reply, please include a sae). 
Phone 01782 761 048 or 07952 141 087 
Don’t forget to look at the ABBC web site, www.breweriana.org.uk 
 

mailto:kearley7@gmail.com
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Parts of this newsletter are ©Association for British Brewery Collectables. If you wish to reproduce material 
from here, please ask. 
 
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please e-mail mike.breweriana@gmail.com with Unsubscribe in 
the subject line. Alternatively click on the link ‘unsubscribe’ in the e-mail that accompanies this newsletter. Your 
details will then be removed from our database and marked as ‘unsubscribed’ in the MailChimp database. 

mailto:mike.breweriana@gmail.com?subject=Unsubscribe

