
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NATIONAL BREWERY HERITAGE TRUST 
The Trust was formed to protect, preserve and raise public awareness of the 
unique collection of brewing industry archives and artefacts which 
constituted the former Bass Museum. Of particular interest to Association for 
British Brewery Collectables members is the Trust’s preservation and visual 
presentation of breweriana. 
 
The National Brewery Heritage Trust was launched in 2013, to support the work of the National Brewery Centre 
Museum (formerly the Bass Museum) in Burton on Trent. 

On its web site, the NBHT has recorded a list of several achievements over its 
short history. Included in this list is the restoration of Everards barrel van. Members will 
almost certainly recall the famous 
Worthington IPA bottle van which was, 
and still is, a prominent working exhibit at 
the Museum. The Everards vehicle is an 
even more unusual item, which is now in 
working order. 
 The Trust has been instrumental in 
rescuing an archive of Charrington’s pub 
images. The Charrington’s Pub Archive 
contains over 7,000 original pub records. 
Each record contains a large printed 
photograph mounted on card and on the 

reverse there is handwritten information showing details such as the 
price of rent, number of barrels of beer sold and the landlord’s name. These photographs have now been digitised 
and are maintained by Heritage Assets. (At the time of writing the link on the Heritage Assets page to the archive 
doesn’t work, but a slide show of images is available.  Also 170 of them can be viewed here). 

 The NBHT is raising funds for specific projects. These include 
refurbishing the Burton unions. Burton unions are now, as far as 
I know, only used in the UK by Marstons for brewing Pedigree. 
However, Bass used to use them for brewing Bass, well within 
living memory, and people of my age may well remember 
drinking it, as it was then an outstanding beer. Because of their 
cost and space requirements other breweries have given up 
using Burton unions. Paul Bayley in the Brewery History Journal 
(No. 129, page 39, An evaluation of the number and distribution 
of Burton unions), states that in 1882, 11% of the total beer 
brewed in the UK was fermented in Burton unions. The unions 
in the National Brewery Centre Museum came from the former 

Bass Brewery, and now need refurbishing. The canopy housing the unions has been repainted and new signs have 
been put up. The method of refurbishing the unions themselves is still under consideration. 
 Funds are also being raised to restore an historic 
grain wagon, which volunteers at the Museum are 
working on. It is hoped that the work will be completed 
about now. 
 The Trust has also agreed to buy one of three 
illuminated museum display cases needed to house old 
beer bottles. It is intended to house some of the large 
collection of 1960s era beer bottles donated to the Trust 
last year by a retired solicitor from Southport.  
 The Trust has an on-line shop which is just 
getting off the ground, and has some interesting items. 
Especially of interest to Association for British Brewery 
Collectables members are coasters with beer label 
designs reproduced on them. They have a stock of 253 
different coasters with almost entirely pre-war labels 
illustrated. Each label is reproduced in the Trust’s shop 
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web site. The collection is especially strong in Bass, Worthington and Ind Coope and Allsopp labels, for obvious 
reasons. They are priced at £2.50 each, and the stand (illustrated) is £2.50. The labels are from an album donated to 
the Trust. 
 Another item, to be stocked soon, is a pair of Christmas cards with illustrations from Toby, the Charringtons 
house journal, and Deerstalker, which, if my memory serves me correctly, emanated from Mitchells and Butler’s. 
These will be available soon, in varying pack sizes. 
 Membership of the National Brewery Heritage Trust is open to individuals at £25.00 a year. Corporate 
membership is £100.00. Members are entitled to a 20% discount on entrance fees to the National Brewery Centre, 
NBC run events, items purchased at the shop and on meals purchased in the restaurant. You can join the NBHT on 
line.  
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